
 

 
 
 
 

Enquiries relating to this notice: 
Please ask for:  Mark O’Callaghan 
Phone:  (01892) 554219 
Email:  Mark.OCallaghan@TunbridgeWells.gov.uk 
Ref:  PET200702 
Date:  Thursday 02 July 2020 

 
 
 
Notice of a petition received by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
 
 
Petition Statement: 
“We the undersigned petition Tunbridge Wells Borough Council to recognise 
the improved air quality and public living space for town users during the 
lockdown period due to the reduction in road traffic. The council should then 
act to ensure this is not lost when the lockdown begins to lift. The council 
should look to policies such as temporary cycle lanes and further 
pedestrianised areas, to ensure the town does not return to congestion and 
raised pollution levels. The council can make use of the examples provided by 
local authorities Brighton, and Barnes, and Milan (Italy). We do not want a 
return to the "old normal". 
 
Improved air quality leads to improved health for residents - both physical and 
mental. The council has declared a climate emergency, and so is aware of the 
need to reduce pollution and emissions by private traffic.” 
 
Lead petitioner: Adrian Thorne 
 
Petition received by the Council on 26 June 2020 via the Council’s online portal 
 
The petition was signed by 185 subscribers. 
 
The names, addresses and signatures of those who signed the petition (the 
subscribers) were validly received and are set out in the petition as submitted but 
have been omitted from this notice to protect the subscriber’s personal data. 
 
In accordance with the Council’s published petition scheme, this petition qualifies for 
a written response from a Senior officer of the Council. 
 
 
 
Mark O’Callaghan 
Scrutiny and Engagement Officer 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

24 July 2020 
 
Response from the Council 
 
 
 
 
The Council in July 2019 passed a motion at Full Council, declaring its recognition of 
global climate and biodiversity emergencies and stated its intention to take action to 
meet the goal of making the Borough carbon neutral by 2030.  
 
The Council has been actively measuring air pollution for many years, to fulfil 
statutory obligations under the Environment Act 1995. The pollutants monitored in 
the Borough are nitrogen dioxide NO2 and particulate matter PM10. While in recent 
years there has been a downward trend in pollution levels1 and the Council is 
committed to continuing the improvements. The Council adopted a new Air Quality 
Action Plan in March 2019 to ensure that air quality continues to improve further.  
 
The Tunbridge Wells Air Quality Action Plan2 sets out the following aims:  
 

• To ensure that Tunbridge Wells Borough Council is complying with relevant 
air quality legislation;  

• To achieve a higher standard of air quality across Tunbridge Wells Borough;  

• To engage with partners and colleagues including those representing 
Highways and Transportation, Public Health, Economic Development, local 
Bus Companies, and other relevant stakeholders, to improve air quality 
across the Borough; and 

• To build on previous work in this area in order to drive further improvements in 
air quality with the ultimate aim of being able to revoke the Air Quality 
Management Area.  

 
The Action Plan sets out a number of measures that will help to achieve these aims, 
including supporting modal shift to sustainable transport and walking and cycling for 
shorter journeys (thereby reducing the number of vehicles on the road), improving 
the flow of traffic on the road network and encouraging the use of cleaner vehicles. 
The Plan recognises that merely relying on technological change and cleaner 
vehicles alone will not achieve overall good air quality or reduce congestion, nor will 
it deliver the co-benefits of improved physical well-being by incorporating physical 
activity into daily life through active travel. 
 
 
 

 
1 http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/344368/TWBC_ASR_2020_Final_3.pdf 
2 
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/276060/Air_Quality_Action_Plan__2018_to_
2023_Tunbridge_Wells_Borough_Council_final.pdf 

http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/344368/TWBC_ASR_2020_Final_3.pdf
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/276060/Air_Quality_Action_Plan__2018_to_2023_Tunbridge_Wells_Borough_Council_final.pdf
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/276060/Air_Quality_Action_Plan__2018_to_2023_Tunbridge_Wells_Borough_Council_final.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
Alongside the Air Quality Action Plan the Council is undertaking a review of the 
transport strategy - Transport Strategy Review: Context and Way Forward, 
November 2019. Within this document the Council has set out its policy aim that: 

 
All sustainable modes of transport including active travel, public transport and 
electric vehicles will be facilitated to reduce dependence on emissions-
producing private vehicles, as set out in Local Plan Policy STR6: Transport 
and Parking and TP2: Transport Design and Accessibility.  

 
The implementation of this will be delivered through a network of EV charging points, 
expand car club, provide infrastructure for walking and cycling, fiscal measures to 
encourage move to low emission vehicles (e.g. via parking charges), dedicated or 
free parking spaces for those using a car club.  
 
A key element of this is infrastructure for walking and cycling. The Council is highly 
supportive of measures to promote walking and cycling as demonstrated by the 
policies in our draft local plan, and the fact that we are one of only two districts in 
Kent to be working on an ‘LCWIP’ (Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan’) 
which we submitted to the  Department of Transport in November 2019. In addition 
we have a strong and longstanding engagement with the Town Forum’s and other 
organisations’ work on this. This includes a ‘summit’ that took place and the visit to 
Waltham Forest last year.  
 

The approach places us in a strong position to enable a focus on cycling and walking 
both pre and post Covid19. 
 
The Council has been in constant discussions with the County Highways Authority 
about both the long-term objective to make the town safer and more attractive for 
pedestrians and cyclists and about the immediate challenge of putting in place 
arrangements to support the safe re-opening of shops in the town centre.  
 
This includes TWBC submitting an initial list of schemes to Kent County Council as 
set out in the table attached as appendix A for tranche 1 schemes to improve 
pedestrian space and cycle routes. The County Council has been allocated £8m for 
Kent and we continue to work with and lobby the County to ensure that the tranche 1 
and future tranche 2 schemes in Tunbridge Wells are delivered. 
 
 

David Candlin 

Head of Economic Development and Property 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Appendix A 
 
 
Location 
 

 
Proposed Intervention 

Grosvenor Road 
(RTW town centre) 

Reallocation of carriageway space to pedestrians/queues on western 
side (near Tesco), plus 20 mph limit 

Camden Road 
(RTW town centre) 
 

One-way northbound between Calverley Road and Garden Road or 
modal filter at Calverley Road junction to allow pavement widening, 
plus 20mph limit 

High Street (RTW 
town centre) 
 

One-way operation in southbound direction to allow pavement 
widening, plus 20mph limit 

Major Yorks Road 
(RTW town centre) 

Pop up cycle route (westbound – uphill), removal of car parking bays 

Reynolds Lane 
(Southborough) 

Modal Filter or access only signage to allow safer walking and 
cycling  

Grosvenor Bridge at 
junction with Upper 
Grosvenor Road 
(RTW town centre) 

Modal Filter to provide safer walking and cycling into town centre 
 
 

A26 Cycle Route 
 

Removal of remaining parking spaces on route in St Johns and 
Southborough 
 
Modal filters on roads adjacent to A26 e.g. East Cliff Road (also 
starts LTN in St John’s area). Detail to follow. 
 
Upgrade all the waiting restrictions to double yellow lines and 
introduce a peak hour loading ban too 
 
The A26 is an LCWIP scheme and we are already working on 
improvements to the route with KCC. 

Commercial Road, 
Paddock Wood 
 

One-way northbound to allow for pavement widening for 
pedestrians/queues 
 

20mph restrictions 
in town centres in 
conjunction with 
above schemes 

Across all the town centres to support measures above (part of 
package) to allow safer cycling and walking 
 
LCWIP measure 

Grove Hill Road 
(RTW town centre) 
 

Modal Filter at Mount Pleasant Road junction (currently closed) to 
allow pavement widening. Possible Phase 2 scheme although 
currently closed for road works 

Nevill Street 
 

Road closure and removal of guard railing. A Phase 2 scheme that 
requires further consideration 

 


